Tetramer Bence Jones protein in the immunoproliferative diseases. Angioimmunoblastic lymphadenopathy, primary amyloidosis, and multiple myeloma.
The authors report the clinical features and the results of immunochemical studies of patients with angioimmunoblastic lymphadenopathy, primary amyloidosis, and multiple myeloma, each of whom had in the serum and urine multiple forms of Bence Jones protein (BJP). The BJPs were isolated and purified and were shown by electrophoretic, gel filtration, and ultracentrifugal analyses to exist as tetramers and dimers. The components in two cases were kappa type and in one lambda type. The kappa tetramers consisted of two covalent dimers and the lambda tetramer two noncovalently bound dimers present in both serum and urine.